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Homework Problems

Students often feel they have too much homework to do. Parents, though, usually have a different
point of view, believing that homework will help their children do well at school. Recently, however,

a growing number of parents in the United States have begun to doubt this idea. (a)They complain that

their children, especially those in elementary school, are being given so much homework that they

have little time left for playing or relaxing. ( 1 ), some experts have also begun to criticize the

amount of homework children are expected to do.

In fact, this is not the first time that homework has come under attack in the United States. At
the end of 19th century, many doctors and parents became concerned that children were losing physical
strength and becoming nervous because of too much homework. They demanded that schools ( 2 )
the amount of homework they gave to encourage children to play and exercise. In 1901, the state of
California even passed a law banning homework for all children under the age of 15. Later, however,
American attitudes changed again. In the late 1950s, and then again in the 1980s, Americans became
worried that (3 ) standards were falling below those of other countries. Homework began to
increase again.

Now, many schools are once again telling teachers to reduce the amount of homework they give.
Some are even banning homework over vacations or on weekends. Surveys, though, suggest that
homework itself is not the real problem. Students today are busy, not because they have more
homework, but because they are doing more extra activities such as sports or volunteering. This makes
them feel stressed. Another problem is that some teachers (4 ) the rules concerning homework that
already exist. The answer, according to some experts, is to make sure that these are obeyed by all

teachers. (8)Whatever happens, it seems likely that arguments over homework will continue.
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(1) 1. Moreover 2. Nevertheless 3. Instead 4. Rather



(2) 1l.replyto 2. cut down 3. pay for 4. work out
(3) 1.moral 2. medical 3. historical 4. educational

(4) 1. trust 2. combine 3. ignore 4. preserve
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Robot teachers

If you think of the jobs which robots could never do, you would probably put doctors and
teachers at the top of the list. (a)It is easy to imagine robot cleaners and factory workers, but some jobs
need human connection and creativity. But are we underestimating what robots can do? In some cases,
they already perform better than doctors at diagnosing illness. Also, some patients might feel more
comfortable sharing personal information with a machine than a person. Could there be a place for
robots in education after all?

British education expert Anthony Seldon thinks so. And he even has a date for the robot takeover
of the classroom: 2027. He predicts robots will do the main job of transferring information and teachers
will be like assistants. Intelligent robots will read students' faces, movements and maybe even brain
signals. Then they will adapt the information to each student. It's not a popular opinion and it's unlikely
robots will ever have empathy and the ability to really connect with humans like another human can.

One thing is certain, though. A robot teacher is better than no teacher at all. In some parts of the
world, there aren't enough teachers and 9 to 16 per cent of children under the age of 14 don't go to
school. B)That problem could be partly solved by robots because they can teach anywhere and won't
get stressed, or tired, or move somewhere for an easier, higher-paid job.

Those negative aspects of teaching are something everyone agrees on. Teachers all over the
world are leaving because it is a difficult job and they feel overworked. Perhaps the question is not
'Will robots replace teachers?' but 'How can robots help teachers?' Office workers can use software to
do things like organize and answer emails, arrange meetings and update calendars. Teachers waste a
lot of time doing non-teaching work, including more than 11 hours a week marking ' homework. (c)If

robots could cut the time teachers spend marking homework and writing reports, teachers would have

more time and energy for the parts of the job humans do best.
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(1) Robots can find out all kinds of illness better than doctors these days.



(2) Anthony Seldon thinks that there couldn’t be a place for robots in education.

(3) Teaching is a difficult job and teachers all over the world feel overworked.
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1. Melinda always cooks dinner for her brothers and sisters when her parents ( ) late.
1. work 2. to work 3. working 4. were working

2. A: Hey, I just saw Bill in the library.
B: That’s ( ). He left for a vacation in Tahiti yesterday.

1. comfortable 2. successful 3. traditional 4. impossible

3. It snowed every day last week, but Yoshiki walked to school ( ).
1. for free 2. in public 3. on average 4. asusual
4. We decided to have a surprise party for Kevin’s birthday, so we ( ) his apartment while

he was away at work.
1. fulfilled 2. contained 3. rejected 4. decorated

5. A: We’ve been waiting for the bus for 20 minutes.
B: Don’t worry. It’1l get here ( ).

1. again and again 2. one by one
3. sooner or later 4. once or twice
6. Martha put the flour, sugar, eggs, and other ingredients for the cake in a bowl and ( )

them together. Then she put the mixture in the oven and baked it for 40 minutes.

1. greeted 2. hunted 3. stirred 4. earned

7. A: Did you hear the news? Jack asked Liz to marry him.
B: Really? ( ) she looked so happy today!

1. No wonder 2. Before long 3. By accident 4. In case

8. A: What are you doing tomorrow, Rita?
B: I’'m having my washing machine ( ), so I have to stay home and wait for the
service people to come.

1. repair 2. repaired 3. repairing 4. to repair



9. Ben’s Bookstore went ( ) business last month. One reason it closed down was probably
that more people are ordering books on the Internet.

1. out of 2.up to 3. over from 4. far in

10. A: I’m not worried about global warming. I’m sure scientists will find a solution before it gets

out of control.

B: I think you’re being too ( ). People have known about it for ages, and it’s still getting
worse.
1. suspicious 2. possessive 3. optimistic 4. reluctant
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(1) Please, don’t forget to record the TV program. I am planning to go shopping with my

friends this afternoon.

(2) People started to drink it because they thought that it was healthier than sugary drinks.
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